
 

State of Alabama SORNA Overview 

2013 Code of Alabama 
Title 15 - CRIMINAL PROCEDURE. 
Chapter 20A - ALABAMA SEX OFFENDER REGISTRATION AND 
COMMUNITY NOTIFICATION ACT. 

Adult sex offender - Registration with local law enforcement; 

(a)(1) Immediately upon release from incarceration, or immediately upon conviction if the adult sex 
offender is not incarcerated, the adult sex offender shall appear in person and register all required 
registration information with local law enforcement in each county in which the adult sex offender resides 
or intends to reside, accepts or intends to accept employment, and begins or intends to begin school 
attendance. 

(2) An adult sex offender who registers pursuant to subdivision (1) shall have seven days from release to 
comply with the residence restrictions pursuant to subsection (a) of Section 15-20A-11. 

(b) Immediately upon establishing a new residence, accepting employment, or beginning school 
attendance, the adult sex offender shall appear in person to register with local law enforcement in each 
county in which the adult sex offender establishes a residence, accepts employment, or begins school 
attendance. 

(c)(1) Immediately upon transferring or terminating any residence, employment, or school attendance, the 
adult sex offender shall appear in person to notify local law enforcement in each county in which the adult 
sex offender is transferring or terminating residence, employment, or school attendance. 

(2) Whenever a sex offender transfers his or her residence, as provided in subdivision (1) from one 
county to another county, the sheriff of the county from which the sex offender is transferring his or her 
residence shall immediately notify local law enforcement in the county in which the sex offender intends to 
reside. If a sex offender transfers his or her residence, as provided in subdivision (1) from one county to 
another jurisdiction, the sheriff of the county from which the sex offender is transferring his or her 
residence shall immediately notify the chief law enforcement agency in the jurisdiction in which the sex 
offender intends to reside. 



(d) Immediately upon any name change, the adult sex offender shall immediately appear in person to 
update the information with local law enforcement in each county in which the adult sex offender is 
required to register. 

(e) Upon changing any required registration information the adult sex offender shall immediately appear in 
person and update the information with local law enforcement in each county in which the adult sex 
offender resides. 

(f) An adult sex offender shall appear in person to verify all required registration information during the 
adult sex offender's birth month and every three months thereafter, regardless of the month of conviction, 
for the duration of the adult sex offender's life with local law enforcement in each county in which the adult 
sex offender resides. 

(g) At the time of registration, the adult sex offender shall be provided a form explaining any and all duties 
and restrictions placed on the adult sex offender. The adult sex offender shall read and sign this form 
stating that he or she understands the duties and restrictions imposed by this chapter. If the adult sex 
offender refuses to sign the form, the designee of the registering agency shall sign the form stating that 
the requirements have been explained to the adult sex offender and that the adult sex offender refused to 
sign. 

(h) For purposes of this section, a school includes an educational institution, public or private, including a 
secondary school, a trade or professional school, or an institution of higher education. 

(i) If an adult sex offender was convicted and required to register prior to July 1, 2011, then the adult sex 
offender shall begin quarterly registration after his or her next biannual required registration date. 

(j) Any person who violates this section shall be guilty of a Class C felony. 

Registration information - Required. 
(a) The following registration information, unless otherwise indicated, shall be provided by the sex 
offender when registering: 

(1) Name, including any aliases, nicknames, ethnic, or tribal names. 

(2) Date of birth. 

(3) Social Security number. 

(4) Address of each residence. 

(5) Name and address of any school the sex offender attends or will attend. For purposes of this 
subdivision, a school includes an educational institution, public or private, including a secondary school, a 
trade or professional school, or an institution of higher education. 

(6) Name and address of any employer where the sex offender works or will work, including any transient 
or day laborer information. 



(7) The license plate number, registration number or identifier, description, and permanent or frequent 
location where all vehicles are kept for any vehicle used for work or personal use, including land vehicles, 
aircraft, and watercraft. 

(8) Any telephone number used, including land line and cell phone numbers. 

(9) Any email addresses or instant message address or identifiers used, including any designations or 
monikers used for self-identification in Internet communications or postings. 

(10) A current photograph. 

(11) A physical description of the sex offender including physical appearance, physical characteristics, 
and identifying marks such as scars and tattoos. 

(12) Fingerprints and palm prints. 

(13) A DNA sample. The DNA sample may be collected by the probation officer, sheriff, chief of police, or 
other responsible agency. Prior to collecting a DNA sample, the responsible agency shall determine if a 
DNA sample has already been collected for the sex offender by checking the Dru Sjodin National Sex 
Offender Public Registry website, the Alabama Department of Forensic Sciences DNATracker site, or with 
the Alabama Department of Public Safety. If a DNA sample has not been previously collected for the sex 
offender, the responsible agency shall coordinate for the collection of a DNA sample with the sheriff of the 
county in which the registration is occurring. The collection of a DNA sample should be performed using 
materials recommended or provided by the Alabama Department of Forensic Sciences. The DNA sample 
shall be immediately forwarded by the entity collecting the sample to the Department of Forensic 
Sciences. 

(14) A photocopy of the valid driver license or identification card. 

(15) A photocopy of any and all passport and immigration documents. 

(16) Any professional licensing information that authorizes the sex offender to engage in an occupation or 
carry out a trade or business. 

(17) A full criminal history of the sex offender, including dates of all arrests and convictions, status of 
parole, probation, or supervised release, registration status, and outstanding arrest warrants. 

(18) Any other information deemed necessary by the Director of the Department of Public Safety. 

(b) The registering agency is not required to obtain any of the following information each time the sex 
offender verifies his or her required registration information if the registering agency verifies the 
information has already been collected and has not been changed or altered: 

(1) A current photograph. 

(2) Fingerprints or palm prints. 

(3) A DNA sample. 

(4) A photocopy of the valid driver license or identification card. 



(5) A photocopy of any and all passport and immigration documents. 

(c) The registration information shall be transmitted to the Department of Public Safety in a manner 
determined by the director of the department and promulgated in rule by the director upon 
recommendation of an advisory board consisting of representatives of the office of the Attorney General, 
District Attorneys Association, Chiefs of Police Association, Sheriffs Association, and the Department of 
Public Safety. The advisory board members shall not receive any compensation or reimbursement for 
serving on the advisory board. 

(d) The required registration information shall include a form explaining all registration and notification 
duties, including any requirements and restrictions placed on the sex offender. This form shall be signed 
and dated by the sex offender. If the sex offender fails to sign the form, the designee of the registering 
agency shall sign the form stating that the requirements have been explained to the sex offender and that 
the sex offender refused to sign. 

(e) All required registration information shall be stored electronically in a manner determined by the 
Director of the Department of Public Safety and shall be available in a digitized format by the Department 
of Public Safety to anyone entitled to receive the information as provided in Section 15-20A-42. 

(f) Any person who fails to provide the required registration information pursuant to this section shall be 
guilty of a Class C felony.   

Adult sex offender - Registration fee. 

(a) An adult sex offender shall pay a registration fee in the amount of ten dollars ($10) to each registering 
agency where the adult sex offender resides beginning with the first quarterly registration on or after July 
1, 2011, and at each quarterly registration thereafter. 

(b) Each time an adult sex offender terminates his or her residence and establishes a new residence, he 
or she shall pay a registration fee in the amount of ten dollars ($10) to each registering agency where the 
adult sex offender establishes a new residence. 

(c) If, at the time of registration, the adult sex offender is unable to pay the registration fee, the registering 
agency may require the adult sex offender to pay the fee in installments not to exceed 90 days. The 
registering agency shall waive the registration fee if the adult sex offender has an order from the court 
declaring his or her indigence. In the event the adult sex offender is determined to be indigent, a periodic 
review of the adult sex offender's indigent status shall be conducted by the court to determine if the 
offender is no longer indigent. Further, if the offender is determined to be indigent by the sentencing court, 
nothing in this chapter shall prohibit the offender from being placed on a payment plan where the entire 
fee is collected in total. 

(d) The fees collected under this section shall be appropriated to the registering agency to defray the 
costs of sex offender registration, verification, and notification. 

(e) Any person who willfully fails to pay the required registration fee at the time of registration, or at the 
time at which the installment payment is due, shall be guilty of a Class B misdemeanor. Upon a second or 
subsequent conviction for willful failure to pay the required registration fee, the adult sex offender shall be 
guilty of a Class A misdemeanor. 



Adult sex offender - Prohibited residence locations, etc.

(a) No adult sex offender shall establish a residence, maintain a residence after release or conviction, or 
establish any other living accommodation within 2,000 feet of the property on which any school or 
childcare facility is located unless otherwise exempted pursuant to Sections 15-20A-23 and 15-20A-24. 

(b) No adult sex offender shall establish a residence, maintain a residence after release or conviction, or 
establish any other living accommodation within 2,000 feet of the property on which his or her former 
victim, or an immediate family member of the victim, resides unless otherwise exempted pursuant to 
Section 15-20A-24. 

(c) Changes to property within 2,000 feet of a registered address of an adult sex offender which occur 
after the adult sex offender establishes residency shall not form the basis for finding that the adult sex 
offender is in violation of this section. 

(d) No adult sex offender shall establish or maintain a residence or any other living accommodation with a 
minor. For the purpose of this subsection, living accommodation includes, but is not limited to, any 
overnight visit with a minor. Notwithstanding the foregoing, an adult sex offender may reside with a minor 
if the adult sex offender is the parent, grandparent, stepparent, sibling, or stepsibling of the minor, unless 
one of the following conditions applies: 

(1) Parental rights of the adult sex offender have been or are in the process of being terminated as 
provided by law. 

(2) The adult sex offender has been convicted of any sex offense in which any of the minor children, 
grandchildren, stepchildren, siblings, or stepsiblings of the adult sex offender was the victim. 

(3) The adult sex offender has been convicted of any sex offense in which a minor was the victim and the 
minor resided or lived with the adult sex offender at the time of the offense. 

(4) The adult sex offender has been convicted of any sex offense involving a child, regardless of whether 
the adult sex offender was related to or shared a residence with the child victim. 

(5) The adult sex offender has been convicted of any sex offense involving forcible compulsion in which 
the victim was a minor. 

(e) Notwithstanding any other provision of law regarding establishment of residence, an adult sex offender 
shall be deemed to have established a residence in any of the following circumstances: 

(1) Wherever an adult sex offender resides for three or more consecutive days. 

(2) Wherever an adult sex offender resides following release, regardless of whether the adult sex offender 
resided at the same location prior to the time of conviction. 

(3) Whenever an adult sex offender spends 10 or more aggregate days at a location during a calendar 
month. 

(4) Whenever an adult sex offender vacates or fails to spend three or more consecutive days at his or her 
residence without previously notifying local law enforcement pursuant to Section 15-20A-15. 



(f) An adult sex offender is exempt from subsections (a) and (b) during the time an adult sex offender is 
admitted to a hospital or is incarcerated in a jail, prison, mental health facility, or any other correctional 
placement facility wherein the adult sex offender is not allowed unsupervised access to the public. 

(g) For the purposes of this section, the 2,000-foot measurement shall be taken in a straight line from 
nearest property line to nearest property line. 

(h) Any person who violates this section shall be guilty of a Class C felony. 

Adult sex offender - Employment restrictions.

(a) No adult sex offender shall apply for, accept, or maintain employment or vocation or volunteer at any 
school, childcare facility, mobile vending business that provides services primarily to children, or any other 
business or organization that provides services primarily to children. 

(b) No adult sex offender shall apply for, accept, or maintain employment or volunteer for any employment 
or vocation within 2,000 feet of the property on which a school or childcare facility is located unless 
otherwise exempted pursuant to Sections 15-20A-24 and 15-20A-25. 

(c) No adult sex offender, after having been convicted of a sex offense involving a child, shall apply for, 
accept, or maintain employment or vocation or volunteer for any employment or vocation within 500 feet 
of a playground, park, athletic field or facility, or any other business or facility having a principal purpose of 
caring for, educating, or entertaining minors. 

(d) Changes to property within 2,000 feet of an adult sex offender's place of employment which occur 
after an adult sex offender accepts employment shall not form the basis for finding that an adult sex 
offender is in violation of this section. 

(e) It shall be unlawful for the owner or operator of any childcare facility or any other organization that 
provides services primarily to children to knowingly employ or accept volunteer services from an adult sex 
offender. 

(f) For purposes of this section, the 2,000-foot measurement shall be taken in a straight line from nearest 
property line to nearest property line. 

(g) Any person who violates this section shall be guilty of a Class C felony. 


